CHAPTER XVII

THE MASTER AND CHAITANYAISM

Out of the doctrine of manifested Brahman, evolves
the doctrine of Incarnations. And when Vijaykrishna
worshipped, with the most perfect love, Krishna as Advaya^
mana-tattva. he came to believe in the doctrine of incarna-
tion, which he refused to accept in the earlier stage. This
is the same as that of the Vedas, and the Upanishads
make no direct mention of incarnation, but the Gita and
the Bhagavat, which are nothing but the interpretation?
of and developments from, the former, celebrate it so
much. If there is no contradiction between the Upanishads
and the Gita or the Bhagavat, the non-mention of incarna-
tion in the former and its celebration in the latter, would
present an insoluble difficulty, unless we know that
the doctrine of incarnation remains implied in the
Kenopanishat in the reference to the assumption of the
form of the daughter of Himawat by Brahman. Such
like hints develop into clear and explicit statements, just
as the faint message of light behind the dewy veil of the
autumnal morning, passes into broad clear light with a
little passing of time. When we are in the Upanishad
stage, we do not believe in incarnation, but the Gita and
Pur ana stage makes Avatarhood .not only believable but
definitely necessary. When the teaching of the Gita and
the Bhagavat is that sportiveness is God's very nature,
and that the quantum of devotion in the worshipper makes
the concrete self-manifestation of God necessary, we must
come to incarnations as a matter of course. The realiza-
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